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An Empirical Study of Criminal Sentencing
in Corruption Cases

Guo Yong' & Li Songfeng’
(1. Tsinghua University Beijing; 2. China University of Political Science and Law Beijing)

Abstract: Punishment is a crucial part of anti — corruption strategies in China. Since reform and opening up the Chinese govern—
ment has been strengthening punishment of corruption. Over one million corruption cases of various types have been investigated
so far. However criminal sentencing in corruption cases has atiracted increasing attention in China recently. This paper based
on an empirical study on criminal sentencing in 2 796 corruption cases analyzes the impact that legal and certain extra — legal
factors may have on sentencing results. Our research finds out that the years when and the venues where the sentences were
made have little impact on sentencing results. The amount of money involved and the administrative rank of officials affect senten—
cing results to a large extent and there emerge a “10 Million Yuan Turning Point” and a “Bureau Level Turning Point”. Other
factors such as surrendering oneself returning illicit gains and performing meritorious service have limited impact.

Key words: Corruption; Corruption Case; Criminal Sentence; Embezzlement; Bribery



